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Universal Design
enhances accessibility for all types of
learners in education.

promotes flexible learning
environments that can accommodate
individual learning differences
effectively.

encourages engagement, boosting
motivation and improving educational
outcomes for all students.
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Contract Grading
Contract grading is an alternative
assessment method where a student and
instructor agree on a set of tasks or criteria
to be completed in order to achieve a
specific grade. 

Contract grading differs from traditional
grading schemes in their invitation to
students to consider their own needs for
how and when they will complete tasks to
earn their desired grade.

Learning and Technology Journal, 3(1), 9/29/2025 
DOI: https://journals.charlotte.edu/ltj 

https://journals.charlotte.edu/ltj


Contract Grading
Benefits

Empowers students to optimize their learning
Reduces stress around traditional grading
Supports all learners with different strengths
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Each student creates their
own contract

Community Created

Student Created

Types of Contracts

The Class decides
together how the contract
will be created
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Traditional Contract Grading Example
(Discrete Math Course)
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Old grading Scheme:
Participation: 10%
Edfinity:  25%
Small Assessments: 25%
Midterm & Final: 40%

Contract grading scheme for Calculus
Each Student chose weights for the graded categories 
(within given ranges)

Choose your weights:
Participation: 5-10%
Edfinity:  15-35%
Small Assessments: 20-30% 
Midterm & Final: 35-50%
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After describing the types of categories, they chose the
weights they wanted for each category
Asked them to check to make sure their weights added
to 100
Asked them why they chose the weights they chose

What we asked students at the
beginning
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1.  I felt confident when choosing my grade distribution at the beginning of the course. (SD, D, A, SA)
2.  What feelings did you have when first choosing your grade weights?
3.The grade distribution I chose reflected my personal academic strengths. (SD, D, A, SA)
4.How did your choice align (or not align) with your strengths?
5. If I could redo the course, I would keep the same grade distribution I chose. (SD, D, A, SA)
6.Why would you change or keep your original choice?
7.My final grade accurately reflects my effort and learning because I chose my own grade weights. (SD, D, A, SA)
8.Why do you feel your final grade did or did not reflect your effort?
9. I would prefer to use a customizable grading system in future mathematics courses. (SD, D, A, SA)

10.Why would you want or not want to use this grading system again?
11.Having control over my grade weights (decreased/no impact/increased) level of stress.
12.Why do you think your level of stress was affected that way?
13.Having control over my grade weights (decreased/no impact/increased) motivation.
14.Why do you think your level of motivation was affected that way?

What we asked students at end
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The grading scheme was
motivating for over half, it
reinforced existing tendencies
for some while providing
structure and control for others

Motivation

What students said

Stress
Students appreciated reduced exam
pressure, control over grading, and
motivation from a system where all
efforts mattered. They liked that one
bad test wouldn’t ruin their grade and
valued clear expectations. Some
initially felt stressed about
customizing weightings but later saw
the benefits.

Preference for future
Responses suggest that a
flexible grading system
promotes student agency,
improves confidence, reduces
anxiety, and enhances the
learning experience by aligning
assessment methods with
individual strengths.Learning and Technology Journal, 3(1), 9/29/2025 
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Technology in Mathematics

Utilizing multiple tools: calculators, Excel, AI platforms
How real-world problems can be solved with diverse technologies
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Estimating a Bear’s Weight
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ChatGPT
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Google Sheets & Excel

Excel

Desmos
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Clearing Snow in
Downtown Boone
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Google Earth

Google Maps

Google
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Examples of Student Assumptions
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The Task
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Student
Graphs
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howellth@appstate.edu
palmerk@appstate.edu

Email Addresses

Get in
Touch

We are here to answer your questions.
Feel free to reach out anytime for support
and insights!
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