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Meet Your Instructional Designers

Melanie Lewis Pariss Coleman



Full Course Development 

= 

a home renovation or new 

building project

Course Refresh 

= 

sprucing up the look and 

feel inside your house



Activating positive emotions through an intentionally 
aesthetically-pleasing design contributes to a positive learning 
experience by influencing attitudes and motivation, increasing 

students’ interest, and strengthening their attention and level of 
engagement with materials (Malamed, 2015).



• Strong influence on 

cognitive aspects of 

learning. 

• Visual elements are an 

integral component of 

message communication.

• Effective visual design 

reduces extraneous 

cognitive processing

• Provides an additional 

mental channel for the most 

important information to be 

processed and retained.

(Um, Plass, Hayward, & Homer, 2012)



Pleasure when learning

=

experience of flow

=

complete immersion

=

creative thinking and innovation

Pekrun et al. (2006)

Csikszentmihalyi (1996)



1. You provide the course URL.

 

2. We'll create a development shell 

and implement design magic.

3. Then, you'll customize as 

desired.

How it 
Works



Apply Design Plus

Remediate Accessibility

Standardize Formatting



Organize

Detailed Document

Clarify
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AFTER



BEFORE



AFTER



BEFORE
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BEFORE



AFTER



COURSE REFRESH FORM





Q U E S T I O N S ?



Course Remixes 



READY TO PAINT YOUR COURSE WITH A REFRESH?

Here's what we send to interested faculty:

Respond to the form received in the Course Refresh information 

email with the URL of the course you'd like updated. 

Note: Completion of the form adds your course to our Refresh queue. 

It does not guarantee priority or readiness prior to next semester. We 

will notify you when the refresh work is scheduled to begin and when 

it is completed.

*This presentation contains no competing interests.
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