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July 22, 2015
Dr. Lambert 
Editor, NHSA Dialog 
University of North Carolina at Charlotte
Charlotte, NC
Dear Dr. Lambert:
Please accept our manuscript entitled, “Relationship between Peer Social Competence and Academic Readiness for Head Start Children: A Multi-Method, Multi-Source Measurement Approach” for consideration as an article for publication in the NHSA Dialog. In accord with current best practice in early childhood assessment, we examined the unique and differential relations between a teacher-report and direct observation of children’s peer social competence in the classroom and their gains in academic readiness skills for a sample of culturally and linguistically diverse Head Start children. The positive association between peer social competence and academic readiness skills has been well established in the literature; this study extends prior research by incorporating a multi-method, multi-source contextual approach to understanding this critical social competency for children. Our findings make visible the need to employ a rigorous measurement approach to address the needs of our nations growing population of diverse learners living in urban poverty. 
My colleague and I look forward to receiving your editorial feedback. Thank you very much for your consideration.

Sincerely yours,
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Tracy M. Carter, Ph.D.

University of Miami

Department of Psychology, Child Division
5665 Ponce de Leon

Coral Gables, FL 33146
Rebecca J. Bulotsky-Shearer, Ph.D.

University of Miami

Department of Psychology, Child Division 
5665 Ponce de Leon

Coral Gables, FL 33146
Department of Psychology

P.O. Box 248185
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